July 17, 2007
The Honorable _________
House of Representatives
United States Congress
Washington, D.C.
Fax: 202-226-1606
Dear Rep. ______:
           I am writing on behalf of the Clinical Social Work Association to ask for your support in signing on to the following letter which has been circulated by Rep Janice Schakowsky (D-IL) about Medicare Part B cuts made to reimbursement for clinical social workers and psychologists in January, 2007.  Rep. Schakowsky is asking that this letter be sent to Chairman Dingell and Ranking Member Barton of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, and Chairman Rangel and Ranking Member McCrery of the House Ways and Means Committee. 
Clinical social workers and psychologists provide almost all of the psychotherapy and testing services that Medicare beneficiaries receive.   Patient access to the mental health services that they need is being hampered as clinical social workers and psychologists reduce their caseloads or leave Medicare altogether in the face of these significant cuts in reimbursement.  Without action to reverse those cuts, CSWA is deeply concerned that Medicare beneficiaries will lose access to the mental health services they need.  

As background, in its 5-year review rule, (71 Fed. Reg. 37170), CMS increased Medicare payment for evaluation and management (“E&M”) services, which raised Medicare costs by approximately $4.5 billion.  To offset that increase, CMS implemented a 10% work relative value unit (“RVU”) cut for all provider services.  Unfortunately, psychologists and social workers received the greatest cuts under this decision, since their services are heavily work RVU weighted in comparison with other providers and since they are not eligible to use E&M codes.  We believe it is important to make sure that clinical social workers do not continue to face a 9 percent cut that will affect their ability to provide timely, quality care.

          Please join your colleagues (below) who have signed on to this letter and sent it to the Chairs and Ranking Members referenced above:     Howard Berman (D-CA), Chris Murphy (D-CT), Neil Abercrombie (D-HI), Mazie Hirono (D-HI), Janice Schakowsky (D-IL), Marcy Kaptur (D-OH), Tim Holden (D-PA), Luis Fortuno (R-PR), Patrick Kennedy (D-RI), Brian Baird (D-WA), Jim McDermott (D-WA)

Thank you for considering signing on to this letter, helping some of our most vulnerable citizens maintain access to the mental health care they need.
Sincerely yours,

Laura W. Groshong, LICSW

Director, Government Relations 

Clinical Social Work Association

4026 NE 55th Street, #C

Seattle, WA  98105

206-524-3690

cc.: Kevin Host, CSWA President
