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This report summarizes the sections of CHAMP, H.R. 3162, which just passed the House of Representatives yesterday, that apply to clinical social workers and/or other mental health clinicians:

· Section 203 Medicare Co-Pay Parity - phases out the Medicare 50% coinsurance requirement for mental health treatment, phasing in nondiscriminatory coverage of 80-20% within six years, i.e., by 2014.   

· Section 301 Increase in Medicare Reimbursement - replacing the impending 10% cut to all Medicare providers, including mental health providers, under the Sustainable Growth Rate with a half percentage increase for the next two years.  

· Section 606 Allows LCSWs to Bill Independently in Skilled Nursing Facilities - removes clinical social workers from the skilled nursing facility consolidated billing which allows them to independently bill for clinical treatment for nursing home residents in nursing homes, as do psychologists and psychiatrists. 

· Section 610 Removal of 9% Cut for Medicare Services Provided by LCSWs – removes the 9% cut in reimbursement for clinical social workers and psychologists which started in January of 2007 and restores rates to original levels [Section 301 1/2 % increase would be in addition to the restoration of pre-cut reimbursement rates.]
